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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope the summer has provided an opportunity for your family to spend valuable and 
enjoyable time together.  Please allow me to introduce myself (and in some cases 
reintroduce myself)—my name is Frank Rizzuto and I am honored to be serving as Principal 
of South Windsor High School.  After having spent approximately 17 years in the South 
Windsor district as a teacher, coach, and associate principal, I became Principal of East 
Hampton High School in the winter of 2017.  Little did I know this amazing opportunity 
would emerge and I would be back in Bobcat Nation—I am excited to return to the South 
Windsor community! 

I would like to begin by sharing my ultimate goal for the students of SWHS—to ensure they 
receive the best possible educational experience while gaining the skills, knowledge, and 
dispositions necessary for society today.  I look forward to working with students, parents, 
and the very talented staff of SWHS with this as my central focus.  Working together, we 
hope to see students skillfully navigate successes and challenges during their high school 
careers and in all of their endeavors after they graduate.   

As so many of you know, there are countless aspects of South Windsor High School to 
celebrate including the talented students and staff, the high expectations of faculty for our 
students, and the extremely supportive community.  A list of our numerous strengths have 
been identified for us as part of the New England Association of Schools & College’s (NEASC) 
Visiting Committee Report.  For those of you who are new to the SWHS community, NEASC 
is the regional accrediting body for high schools and universities.  During the fall of 2018, 
SWHS hosted a NEASC Visiting Committee consisting of 16 educators who, as part of the 
process, completed a comprehensive report of our school.  The visit represented the 
culminating part of a 10-year cycle as prescribed by NEASC with a focus on identifying 
professional strengths and areas for professional growth.  I am proud to share there were a 
total of 57 commendations for SWHS including the following: 

• “The rich and diverse course offerings in the school.” 

• “The school-wide integration of technology to enhance instruction and student 
learning.” 

• “The opportunities students have to demonstrate achievement of the school's learning 
expectations through the senior capstone project.” 

 

The report also provided suggestions for growth in the form of “recommendations.”  With 
an eye toward continual professional growth, these recommendations will help be part of 
our self-improvement efforts so we can provide the best possible programming and 
experience for the students in the South Windsor community.  The report in its entirety is 
available on the SWHS website. 

During my time away from South Windsor I often thought of the district tagline: “Dream. 
Achieve. Inspire.”  Together, these words form a motivational and poignant sequence not 
only for students, but for us all.  I look forward to becoming reacquainted with the families 
of South Windsor so that, together, we can help our students be ready for life after high 
school and see their dreams become a reality!     

With that in mind, I hope the 2019-20 school year is a successful one for all and I look 
forward to seeing students return to South Windsor High School on Wednesday, August 
28th for the first day of school.  In the meanwhile, I hope the contents on the other side of 
this letter provide your family helpful information.  Enjoy the remaining days of summer! 

--Please See Other Side-- 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/


New Associate Principal:  We welcome new Associate Principal Elizabeth Devaney to SWHS.  She will share 10th, 11th, and 
12th grade students with Associate Principal Tera Harlow.  Mr. Andrew Kuckel will continue to serve as the ninth grade 
Associate Principal. 

Freshman Orientation:  F.O. will be held on Thursday, August 22nd from 8:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Ninth graders will receive 
their Chromebooks during orientation.  Parents of ninth graders are also invited to a Parent Orientation from 8:00 – 9:00 
am in the high school auditorium.  If you did not receive information about Freshman Orientation, please contact the main 
office.  Summer hours are 8:00 am – 2:00 pm. 

First day of school:  Wednesday, August 28th  

Student Picture Day:  Thursday, August 29th    Picture information was mailed home to all students from Grynn & Barrett 
over the summer.  All students will be required to have their picture taken for student ID’s. 

Open House (SAVE THE DATE!):  SWHS’s Open House will be held on Wednesday, September 4th during the evening.  More 
information will be provided on Open House in a future communication. 

Senior Parent Info & Financial Aid Night:  Wednesday, September 11th, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. 

Bus information:  Bus routes are available on the district website:  www.southwindsorschools.org  (Go to “District 
Information” and click “Transportation”) 

Fall sports:  If your child is interested in participating in SWHS athletics this year and you have not done so already, you 
must register through ECollect in Parent Portal. You will also need to submit a Physician’s Statement dated after June 1, 
2019 as well as the sports participation fee (payable to SWHS). Additional information regarding Athletics, including the Fall 
Sports tryout schedule, is available on our school website. 

Student Parking:  Applications for student parking permits were due to the main office in July.  We are still accepting 
applications from seniors and juniors (first come, first served).  If you did not already submit an application, please contact 
Ms. Schworm in the main office.  Students who have already submitted applications can pick up their parking passes in the 
main office beginning August 14th.  Summer hours are 8:00 am – 2:00 pm. 

Late Arrival Mondays:  A reminder that some of our Mondays throughout the school year are “late arrival” days for 
students.  Please consult the district calendar for a full list of the late arrival dates.  Classes on these particular Mondays 
begin at 8:25 am BUT buses run at their normal time.  Parking lot traffic is typically heavier on these mornings; 
students/parents are encouraged to provide ample travel time so students can make it to their first period class on time. 

Bell Schedule for first three days of school:  Included in this mailing. 

Annual Update of Student Information:  Each year parents are required to review and update their child(ren)’s “Student 
Information” in Parent Portal.  The Student Information System contains student data such as parent phone numbers and 
emails, as well as emergency contact information; all of which can change year to year.  While updating information, 
parents are also required to acknowledge certain policies and notifications mandated by law in addition to acknowledging 
an annual review of the student/parent handbook.  

PLEASE take a few minutes to complete this annual review/update BEFORE the first day of school.  If you have more than 
one child enrolled in South Windsor Public Schools, you will need to complete the Student Information Update separately 
for each child; the entire process should take less than five minutes per child. 

Parent Portal is the heart of the system that we use to communicate with parents.  Parent Portal allows you to view your 
child’s grades and attendance.  The SchoolMessenger contact feature is the primary means we use to communicate with 
parents and is how you will receive electronic copies of your child’s report card.  Parent Portal can be accessed from any 
computer and is also available in a convenient app.  Additional information and guidance is available under the “District 
Information” tab of our district website.  If you have any problems accessing your Parent Portal account or if you’ve lost 
your password, please contact the school’s main office for assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Rizzuto 

Frank Rizzuto 
Principal 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/

